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O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of  the blind, and 
showed yourself  to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love 
you sincerely; through your mercy, so that your love will sincerely flow through us to 
everyone around us.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of  these is love. 1 
Corinthians 13:13

Jesus, the journey you took to the cross was full of  betrayal, grief, torture, and darkness, 
yet your love for us, your people, propelled you onward. Help us to comprehend just how 
powerful that love is, that you would suffer such a cruel death to make a way for us to be 
with you in glory forever. What a gift, Jesus. What a gift. May our praise never cease in 
this season. May our worship be unending. May our love for you find new depths. May 
this season bring new hope and new healing. May we journey toward the cross prayerfully 
and purposefully, even through the pain, our doubt, our questions, and our searching. 

Amen

Lead Us to Love Sincerely
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Lent is the season in which we ought to be 
surprised by joy. Our self-sacrifices serve no 
purpose unless, by laying aside this or that 
desire, we are able to focus on our heart’s 

deepest longing: unity with Christ. 
In Him - in His suffering and death, His 

resurrection and triumph, 
we find our truest joy.

Surprised by Joy


