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October 31, 2022 
 
Dear Friendswood Methodist Family: 
 
There is a story about two men riding a tandem together when they came to a steep hill. 
It took hard work for the men to complete what proved to be a very steep climb. When 
they got to the top, the guy in front said to the other man, “Wow! That was a hard climb!” 
The back guy replied, “Yes, it was. And if I hadn’t kept the brakes on all the way, we 
would have rolled down backward.” 
 
We are currently in a sermon series called Forward in Faith, where we have been 
talking about how not just to press the brakes to keep from going backward but to push 
forward toward what the Lord wants us to do as his church here in Friendswood. And to 
do so requires all of us working together. 
 
We have looked at the vows we all made when we joined the church. They are simple 
yet profound commitments: “Will you participate in the ministries of the church by your 
prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service and witness?” Each one of us 
pledged ourselves to the work of Christ in and through our church. 
 
That’s what Christian stewardship is all about, giving ourselves and building God’s 
church together because only together can we move forward in faith to be the church 
God calls us to be and do what the Lord wants to accomplish through us. 
 
The past few months have been difficult for our church with the discernment and 
disaffiliation vote. Finances have been challenging the past several months as we 
discussed these things. It is time to put these hard conversations behind us and move 
forward in faith in 2023. I am excited about the days ahead and what God will do here. 
 
I believe the Lord wants to continue using Friendswood Methodist to make a kingdom 
difference. As 2023 approaches, I invite you to consider how you can continue to make 
a difference through your giving to the life and ministry of our church. 
 
Enclosed is a financial commitment card for 2023. It has two parts: The first part is our 
regular giving to the church ministry that enables everything we do as a church 
together. All the life-changing ministries, activities, programs, Bible studies, missions, 
and staff depend on your giving. 
 
The second part is an additional gift that will go directly to reduce the debt on our 
worship center. We have significantly reduced the debt balance from $5.4 million to 
approximately 1.8 million. We have had to add $412,000 to our indebtedness to cover 
the disaffiliation costs with the Annual Conference. Please give prayerful consideration 
to a second-mile gift to help pay down our indebtedness. Information about automatic 
drafts for your giving is included on the back of the card for convenience. 
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I invite you to return your commitment cards to the church no later than Sunday, 
November 20. We will bring them forward as a thanksgiving offering to the Lord for all 
He has done for us in Jesus Christ and a faith offering for what the Lord will continue to 
do in and through us next year. If you prefer, you can complete the form online at 
friendswoodmethodist.org/pledge. 
 
Everyone is important! God needs all of us to build the church through our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness — no brakes allowed! Let us move forward in faith 
together. 
 
Blessings! 
Jim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


